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DOCUMENT T
Address of William L. Flarris, comunissioner from Mississippi, to the
Georgia General Assembly, Dec. 17, 1860. This speech was published
in pamphlet form as Address of Hon. W. L. Harris, Commissioner from
the State of Mississippi, Delivered before the General Assembly of the State
of Georgia, on Monday, Dec. 17th, 1860 (Milledgeville, Ga., 1860}, copy

at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.

M. President, and gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Georgta:

[ am profoundly sensible of the delicate and important duty im-
posed upon me, by the courtesy of this public reception.

Under different circumstances, it would have afforded me great
pleasure, as a native Georgian--—reared and educated on her soil—to
express to-you fully, the views which prevail in my native State, in
relation to the great measures of deliverance and relief from the prin-
ciples and policy of the new Administration, which are there in
progress.

I cannot consent, however, upon the very heel of your arduous and
exciting session, to avail myself of your respectful courtesy to the State
I have the honor to represent, as well as your wnaos,m_ kindness to her
humble representative, to prolong the discussion of a subject which,
however, important and absorbing, has, doubtless, _unnb_ur.mmm,\ ex-
hausted in your hearing, by some of the first intellects of your State,

if not of the nation. .
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I beg, therefore, to refer %on to the action of Mississippi—already
submitted to your Executive—to ask for her the sympathy and co-
operation she seeks for the common good, and briefly to suggest to
you some of the motives which influence her conduct.

I am instructed by the resolution from which T derive my mission,
to inform the State of Georgia, that Mississippi has passed an act call-
ing a convention of her people, “to consider the present threatening
refations of the Northern and Southern sections of the Confed-
eracy—aggravated by the recent election of a President, upon princi-
ples of hostility to the States of the South; and to express the earnest
hope of Mississippi, that this State will co-operate with her in the
adoption of efficient measures for their common defence and safety.”

It will be remembered, that the violation of our constitutional

rights, which has caused such universal dissatisfaction in the South, is
not of recent date. Ten years since, this Union was rocked from centre
to circumference, by the very same outrages, of which we now com-
plain, o.n&\ now “aggravated” by the recent election. Nothing but her
devotion to the Union our Fathers made, induced the South, then, to
vield to a compromise, in which Mr. Clay rightly said, we had
yielded everything but our honor. We had then in Mississippi a warm
contest, uiﬁ.nt finally ended in reluctant acquiescence in the Com-
promuse measures. The North pledged anew her faith to yield to us
our constitutional rights in relation to slave property. They are now,
E.Hm have been ever since that act, denied to us, until her broken faith
and impudent threats, had become almost insufferable before the late
election.

There were three candidates presented to the North by Southern
men, all of whom represented the last degree of conservatism and
concession, which their respective parties were willing to yield, to
appease the fanaticism of the North. Some of them were scarcely

deemed sound, in the South, on the slavery question, and none of
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them suited our ultra men. And yet the North rejected them all; and
their united voice, both before and since their overwhelming triumph
in this election, has been more defiant and more intolerant than ever
before. They have demanded, and now demand, equality between
the white and negro races, under our Constitution; equality in rep-
resentation, equality in the right of suffrage, equality in the honors
and emoluments of office, equality in the social circle, equality in the
rights of matrimony. The cry has been, and now is, “that slavery must
cease, or American liberty must perish,” that “the success of Black

"G

Republicanism is the triumph of anti-slavery,” “a revolution in the
tendencies of the government that must be carried out.”

To-day our government stands totally revolutionized in its main
features, and our Constitution broken and overturned. The new
administration, which has effected this revolution, only awaits the
4th of March for the inauguration of the new government, the new
principles, and the new policy, upon the success of which they have
proclaimed freedom to the slave, but eternal degradation for you and
for us. : ,

No revolution was ever more coniplete, though bloodless, if you
will ‘tamely submit to the destruction of that Constitution and that
Union our fathers made.

Our fathers made this a government for the white man, rejecting
the negro, 4s an ignorant, inferior, barbarian race, incapable of self-
government, and not, therefore, entitled to be associated with the
white man upon terms of civil, political, or soctal equality.

This new administration comes into power, under the solemn
pledge to overturn and strike down this great feature of our Union,
without which it would never have been formed, and to substitute in
its stead their new theory of the universal equality of the black and
white races.

Our fathers secured to us, by our Constitutional Union, now being
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overtumed by this Black Republican rule, protection to life, liberty
and property, all over the Union, and wherever its flag was unfurled,
whether on land or sea.

Under this wretched, lawless spirit and policy, now usurping the
congrol of that government, citizens of the South have been deprived
of their property, and for attempting to seek the redress promised by
the compromise laws, have lost nvn:.:wana\. and their lives.

Equality of rights secured to white Emn_.wa equal sovereign States,
is among the most prominent features of the Constitution under

which we have so long lived.

This equality has been denied us in the South for years in the com-

mon territories, while the North has virtually distributed them as

bounties to abolition fanatics and foreigners, for their brigand service
in aiding in our exclusion. .

Our Constitution, in unmistakable language, guarantees the return
of our fugitive slaves. Congress has recognized her duty in this re-
spect, by enacting proper laws for the enforcement of this right.

And yet these laws have been continually nullified, and the solemn
pledge of the Compromise of 1850, by which the North came under
renewed obligations to enforce them, has been faithlessly disregarded,
and the government and its officers set at defiance.

Who now expects these rebels against the laws passed by their own
consent and procurement—rebels against Justice and common hon-
esty—to become pious patriots by the acquisition of power? Who
now expects Mr. Lincoln to become conservative, when the only
secret of his success, and the only foundation of his authority, is the
will and command of that robber clan, whose mere instrument he s,
who have achieved this revolution in our government by treading
under their unhallowed feet our Constitution and laws and the Union

of our fathers, and by openly defying high heaven by wilful and cor-
rupt perjury?
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And, above all, who is it in the South, born or descended of Revo-
lutionary sires, who so loves such company, as that he will long hesitate
before he can obtain the consent of a virtuous and patriotic heart and
conscience to separate from them forever? - .

Mississippi is firmly convinced that there is but one E.ﬁoanmn?nm

This new union with Lincoln Black Republicans and free negroes,
without slavery; o, slavery under our old constitutional bond of union,
without Lincoln Black Republicans, or free negroes either, to molestus.

If we take the former, then subtnission to negro equality is our fate.
If the latter, then secession is inevitable~—each State for itself and by
itself, but with a view to the immediate formation of a Scuthern
Confederacy, under our present Constitution, by such of the slave-
holding States as shall agree in their conventions to unite with us.

Mississippi seeks no delay—the issue is not new to her people,
They have long and anxiously watched its approach—they think it
too late, now, to negotiate more compromises with bankrupts in po-
litical integrity whose recreancy to justice, good faith and constitu-
tional obligations is the most cherished feature of their mo_im&.
organization. |

She has exhausted her rights in sacrificial offerings to save the

Unioen, until nearly all is lost but her honor and the courage to detend
it. She has tried conventions until they have become the &&n&m of
both our friends and our enemies-—mere instruments of fraudulent
evasion and delay, to wear out the spirit of our people and encourage
the hopes of our common enemy. In short, she is sick and tired of the
North, and pants for some respite from eternal disturbance and
disquiet. |

She comes now to you,— our glorious old mother,—the land.of
Baldwin, who first defiantly asserted and preserved your rights as to
slavery, in the federal convention, in opposition to Messrs. Madison,

Mason, and Randolph, and the whole Union except the two Caro-

8y



Appendiz: Documents

linas,—the land of Jackson, who immortalized himself by his bold
exposure and successful overthrow of a legislative fraud and usurpa-
tion upon the rights of the people,~—the land of Troup, the sternest
Roman of them all, who, single-handed and alone, without co-
operation, without consultation, but with truth and justice, and the
courage of freemen at home on his side, defied this National Govern-
ment in its userpations on the rights of Georgia, and executed your
laws in spite of the threats of Federal coercion. It is to you we
come,—the Gﬂwﬁmﬂ exemplar among the advocates and defenders
of State rights and State remedies,—to take counsel and solicit sym-
pathy in this hour of our common trial. -

Lask you, shall Mississippi follow in the foorsteps of Georgia, when led
by her gallant Troup? Or, is it reserved for H,Em generation to repudiate
and expunge the brightest page in the history of my native State?
Impossible! God forbid it! Forbid it, ve people of all Northern and
Western Georgia, who, to-day, owe your existence and unparalleled
prosperity to the maintenance of your rights at the risk of civil war.

I see around me some gallant spirits who bore their share in the
dangers, and now wear with honor, here to-day in this Hall the laurels
won on the side of their State, under the banner, inscribed “Troup
and the treaty” in that memorable struggle. Need I appeal to them in
behalf of my adopted State, to know on what side they will range
themselves in this struggle of right, against assumption of brute force,
against the Constitutional rights of a sister of this confederacy of equal
States? I make no such appeal; I krow where you stand. To doubt it
would be to offer you the grossest insult.

In this school of old republican orthodoxy, I drew my first breath.
It was here, I first studied, then embraced, and next feebly advocated
the principle of State Rights and State remedies of resistance to tyr-
anny—of the supremacy and sovereignty of the people ofa State, and

the subserviency of governments to their peace and happiness and
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safety. These principles will descend with me to the grave, when this
frail tenement of dust must perish; but they will live on with time, and
only perish when tyranny shall be no more.

I need not remind your great State, that tholisands and thousands
of her sons and daughters, who have sought and found happy homes
and prosperous fortunes in the distant forests of her old colonial do-~
main, though now adopted children of gwmmwmmwm?,.mmc cling with the
fond embrace of filial love to this old mother of States and of states-
men, from whom both they and their adopted State derive their ori-
gin. It will be difficult for such to conceive, that they are not still the
objects of your kind solicitude and maternal sympathy. .

Mississippi indulges the most confident expectation and belief, founded
on sources of information she cannot doubt, as well as on the exis-
tence of causes, operating upon them, alike as upen her, that every
other Gulf State will stand by her side in defence of the position she
is about to assume; and she would reproach herself, and every Georgia
son within WQ.. limits, would swell with indignation, if she hesitated
to believe that Georgia too, would blend her fate with her natural
friends; her sons and daughters—her neighboring sisters in the im-~
vmbn:bm struggle.

Whatever may be the result of your deliberations, { beg to assure
her from my intimate knowledge of the spirit and affections of our
people, that no enemy to her constitutional rights, may consider his
victory ion,. while a Mississippian lives to prolong the contest. Sink
or swim, live or die, survive or perish, the part of Mississippi 1s cho-
sen, she will never submit to the principles and policy of this Black Re-
publican Administration.

She had rather see the last of her race, men, women and children,
immolated in one common funeral pile, than see them subjected to
the degradation of civil, _.uom_wn& and social equality with the negro

race,
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U.OOGng.ﬁ 2

Letter of Stephen F. Hale, commissioner from Alabama, to Governor

Beriah Magoffin of Kentucky, Dec. 27, 1860. This document can be -

foundin OR, ser. 4, 1:4—11.

i FRANKFORT, December 27, 1860.
His Excellency B. Macorrmn,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

I have the honor of placing in your hands herewith a commission
from the Governor of the State of Alabama, accrediting me as a
commuissioner from that State to the sovereign State of Kentucky, to
consult in reference to the momentous issues now pending between
the Northern and Southern States of this confederacy. Although each
State, as a sovereign political community, must finally determine
these grave issues for itself, yet the identity of interests, sympathy, and
Institutions, prevailing alike in all of the stave-holding States, in the

opinion of Alabama renders it proper that there should be a frank and

friendly consultation by each one with her sister Southern States

touching their common grievances and the measures necessary to be
adopted to protect the interest, honor, and safety of their citizens. I
come, then, in a spirit of fravernity, as the commissioner on the part
of the Statc of Alabama, to confer with the authorities of this Com-
monwealth in reference to the infraction of our constitutional rights,
wrongs done and threatened to be done, as well as the mode and
measure of redress proper to be mao.ﬁﬂna by the sovereign States ag-
grieved to preserve their sovereignty, vindicate their rights, and pro-
tect their citizens. In order to a clear understanding of the appropriate
remedy, it may be proper to consider the rights and duties, both of
the State and citizen, under the Federal compact, as well as the

wrongs done and threatened. I therefore submit for the consideration
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of Your Excellency the following propositions, which I hope will
command your assent and approval:

1. The people are the source of all political power, and the primary
abject of all good governments is to protect the citizen in the enjoy-
ment of life, liberty, and property; and whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the inalienable nwmrﬁ and
the duty of the people to alter or abolish it.

2. The equality of all the States of this confederacy, as well as the
equality of rights of all the citizens of the respective States under
the Federal Constitution, is a fundamental principle in the scheme
of the federal government. The union of these States under the Con-
stitution as formed “to establish justice, insure domestic tranquility,
provide for the comimon defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to her citizens and their posterity;” and
when it is perverted to the destruction of the equality of the States,
or substantially fails to accomplish these ,an? it fails to achieve the
purposes of its creation, and ought to Um.&%o?n&.

3. The Federal Government results from a compact entered into
between separate, sovereign, and mn&awm:&mzﬁ States, called the Con-~

stitution of thé United States, and amendments thereto, by which
these sovereign States delegated certain specific powers to be used by
that Government for the common defense and general welfare of all
the States and their citizens; and when these powers are abused, or
used for the destruction of the rights of any State or its citizens, each
State has an equal right to judge for itself as well of the violations and
infractions of that instrument as of the mode and measure of redress;
and if the interest or safety of her citizens demands it, may resume the
powers she w»&mo_nmmnna without let or hindrance from the Federal
Government or any other power on earth.

4. Each State is bound in good faith to observe and keep on her
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parc all the stipulations and covenants inserted for the benefit of other
States in the constitutional compact (the os@. bond of union by
which the several States are bound together), and when persistently
violated by one party to the prejudice of her sister States, ceases to be
obligatory on the States so aggrieved, and they may rightfully declare
the compact broken, the union thereby formed dissolved, and stand
upon their original rights as sovereign and independent political com-
munities; and further, that each citizen owes his primary allegiance to
the State in which he resides, and hence it is the imperative duty of
the State to protect him in the enjoyment of all his constitutional
rights, and see to it that they are not denied or withheld from him
with impunity by any other State or government.

If the foregoing propositions correctly indicate the objects of this
government, the rights and duties of the citizen, as well as the rights,
powers, and duties of the State and Federal Governments under the
Constitution, the next inquiry is, what rights have been denied, what
wrongs have been done, or threatened to be done, of which the
Southern States or the people of the Southern States can complain?

At the time of the adoption of the Federal Constitution African
slavery existed in twelve of the thirteen States, Slaves are recognized
both as property and as a basis of political power by the Federal com-
pact, and special provisions are made by that instrument for their pro-
tection as property. Under the influences of climate and other causes,
slavery has been banished from the Northern States; the slaves them-
selves have been sent to the Southern States and there sold, and their
price gone into the pockets of their former owners at the North. And
in the meantime African slavery has not only become one of the fixed
domestic institutions of the Southern States, but forms an impaortant
element of their political power, and constitutes the most valuable
species of their property, worth, mnnoH&sm to recent estimates, not

less than $4,000,000,000: forming, in fact, the basis upon which rests
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the prosperity and wealth of most of these States, and supplying the
commerce of the world with its richest freights, and furnishing the
manufactories of two continents with the raw material, and their op-
eratives with bread. It is upon this gigantic incerest, this pecubiar in-
stitution of the South, that the Northern States and their people have
been waging an unrelenting and fanatical war for the last quarter of'a
century; an institution with which is bound up not only the wealth
and prosperity of the Southern people, but their very existence as a
political community. This war has been waged in every way that hu-
man ingenuity, urged on by fanaticism, could suggest. They attack us
through their literature, in their schools, from the hustings, in their
_,n.%&wﬁ?a halls, through the ﬁcm:n press, and even their courts of
justice forget the purity of their judicial ermine to strike down the
rights of the Southern slave-holder and override every barrier which
the Constitution has erected for his protection; and the sacred desk is
desecrated to this unholy crusade against our lives, our property, and
the constitutional rights guaranteed to us by the compact of our fa-

thers. During all this time the Southern States have freely conceded

to the Northern States and the people of those States every right se-

cured to them by the Comnstitution, and an equal interest in the com-
mon territories of the Government; protected the lives and property
of their citizens of every kind, when brought within Southern juris-
diction; enforced through their courts, when necessary, every law of
Congress passed for the protection of Northemn property, and sub-
mitted ever since the foundation of the Government, with scarcely a
murmur, to the protection of their shipping, manufacturing, and
commetcial interests, by odious bounties, discriminating tariffs, and
unjust navigation laws, passed by the Federal Government to the
prejudice and injury of their own citizens.

The law of Congress for the rendition of fugitive slaves, passed

in pursuance of an express provision of the Constitution, remains
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almost a dead letter upon the statute book. A majority of the North-
ern States, through their legislative enactments, have openly nullified
it, and impose heavy fines and penalties upon all persons who aid in
enforcing this law, and some of those States declare the Southern
slave-holder who goes within their jurisdiction to assert his legal
rights under the Constitution guilty of a high crime, and affix im-
prisonment in the penitentiary as the penalty. The Federal officers
who attempt to discharge their duties under the law, as well as the
owner of the slave, are set upon by mobs, and are fortunate if they
escape without serious injury to life or limb; and the State authorities,
instead of aiding in the enforcement of this law, refuse the use of their
Jails, and by every means which unprincipled fanaticism can devise
give countenance to the mob and aid the fugitive to escape. Thus
there are annually large amounts of property actually stolen away
from the Southern States, harbored and protected in Northern States
and by their citizens; and when a requisition is made for the thief by
the Governor of a Southern State upon the Executive of a Northern
State, in pursuance of the express conditions of the Federal Consti-
tution, he is insultingly told that the felon has committed no crime,
and thus the criminal escapes, the property of the citizen is lost, the
soyereignty of the State is insulted, and there is no redress, for the
Federal courts have no jurisdiction to award a mandarnus to the Gov-
ernor of a sovereign State to compel him to do an official executive
act, and Congress, if disposed, under the Constitution has no power
to afford a remedy. These are. wrongs under which the Southern
people have long suffered, and to which they have patiently submit-
ted, in the hope that a returning sense of Justice would prompt the
people of the Northern States to discharge their constitutional obli-
gations and save our common country. Recent events, however, have
not justified their hopes. The more daring and restless fanatics have

banded themselves together, have put in practice the terrible lessons
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taught by the timid by making an armed incursion upon the sovereign
State of Virginia, slaughtering her citizens, for the purpose of exciting
a servile insurrection among her slave population, and arming them
for the destruction of their own masters. Uslsm the past summer the
abolition incendiary has Iit up the prairies of Texas, fired the dwell-
ings of the inhabitants, burned down whole towns, and laid poison
for her citizens, thus literally executing the terrible denunciations of
fanaticism against the slave-holder, “Alarm to their sleep, fire to their
dwellings, and poison to their food.”
The same fell spirit, like arr unchained demon, has for years swept
over the plains of Kansas, leaving death, desolation, and ruin in its
track. Nor is this the mere ebullition of a few half-crazy fanatics, as
is abundantly apparent from the sympathy manifested all over the
North, éra,ne, in many .wymnom, the tragic death of John Brown,
the leader of the raid upen Virginia, who died upon the gallows a
condemned felon, is celebrated with public honors, and his name
canonized as'a martyr to liberty; and many, even of the more conser-
vative papers of the Black Republican school, were accustomed to
speak of his murderous attack upon the lives of the unsuspecting citi-
zens of Virginia in a half-sneering and half-apologetic tone. And what
has the Federal Goverriment done in the meantime to protect slave
property upon the common territories of the Union? Whilst a whole
squadron of the American Navy is maintained on the coast of Africa
at an enormous expense to enforce the execution of the laws against .
the slave-trade (and properly, too), and the whole Navy is kept afloat
to protect the lives and property of American citizens upon the high
seas, not a law has been passed by Congress or an arm raised by the
Federal Government to protect the slave property of citizens from
Southern States upon the soil of Kansas, the common territory and
common property of the citizens of all the States, purchased alike by

their common treasure, and held by the Federal Government, as
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declared by the Supreme Court of the United States, as the trustee
for all their citizens; but, upon the contrary, a territorial government,
created by Congress and supported out of the common treasury, un-
der the influence and control of emigrant-aid societies and abolition
. emussaries, is permitted to pass laws nxnp.ﬁ&nm and destroying all that
species of property within her limits, thus ignoring on the part of the
Federal Government one of the fundamental principles of all'good
governments—the duty to protect the property of the citizen——and
S&o:% refusing to maintain the n@:& rights of the States and the
citizens of the States upon their common territories.

As the last and crowning act of insult and outrage upon the people
of the South, the citizens of the Northern States, by overwhelm-
ing majorities, on the 6th day of November last, elected Abraham
Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin President and Vice-President of the
United States. Whilst it may be admitted that the mere election of
any man to the Presidency is not per se a sufficient cause for 2 disso-
lution of the Union, yet when the issues upon and anngmnm:nnm un-
der which he was elected are properly appreciated and understood,

the question arises whether a due regard to the interest, honor, and

safety of their citizens, in view of this and all the other antecedent

wrangs and outrages, do not render it the imperative duty of the
Southern States to resume the powers they have delegated to the Fed-
eral Government and interpose their sovereignty for the protection of
their citizens.

What, then, are the circumstances under which and the issues upon
which he was elected? His own declarations and the current history
of the times but too plainty indicate he was elected by a Northern
sectional vote, against the most solemn warnings and protestations of
the whole South. He stands forth as the representative of the fanati-
cism of thé North, which, for the last quarter of a century, has been

making war upon the South, her propesty, her civilization, her insti-
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tutions, and her interests; as the representative of that party which
overrides all constitutional barriers, ignores the obligation of official
oaths, and acknowledges allegiance to a E.mrna law than the Consti-
tution, striking down the sovereignty and equality of the States, and
resting its claims to popular favor upon the one dogma—the equality
of the races, white and black.

" It was upon this acknowledgment of allegiance to a higher law that
Mr. Seward rested his claims to the Presidency in a speech made by
him in Boston before the election. He is the exponent, if not the
author, of the doctrine of the irrepressible conflict between freedom
and slavery, and proposes that the opponents of stavery shall arrest its
further expansion, and by Congressional legistation exclude it from
the common territories of the Federal Government, and place it
where the wsmmn mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of
ultimate extinction. He claims for free negroes the right of suffrage
and an equal voice in the Government; in a word, all the rights of
citizenship, although the Federal Constitution, as construed by the
highest judicial tribunal in the world, does not recognize Africans
imported into this country as slaves or their descendants—whether
free or slaves—as citizens.

These were the issues presented in the last Presidential canvass, and
upon these the American people passed at the ballot box. Upon the
principles then announced by Mr. Lincoln and his leading friends we
are bound to expect his administration to be conducted. Hence
it is that in high places among the Republican party the election of
Mr. Lincoln is hailed not simply as a change of administration, but as
the inauguration of new principles and a new theory of government,
and even as the downfall of slavery, Therefore it is that the election
of Mr. Lincoln cannot be regarded otherwise than a solemn declara-
tion, on the part of a great majority of the Northern people, of hos-
tifity to the South, her property, and her institutions; nothing less

97



Lo

Appendix: Documents

than an open declaration of war, for the triumph of this new theory
of government destroys the property of the South, lays waste her
fields, and inaugurates all the horrors of 2 San Domingo servile insur-
rection, nowm%mizm her citizens to assassinations and her wives and
daughters to pollution and violation to gratify the lust of half-civilized
Africans. Especially is this true in the cotton-growing States, where,
in many localities, the slave outnumbers the white population ten
to one. .

If the policy of the Republicans is carried out according to the
programme indicated by the leaders of the party, and the South sub-
mits, degradation and ruin must overwhelm alike all classes of citizens
in the Southern States. The slave-holder and non-slave-holder must
ultimately share the same fate; all be degraded to a position of equality

“with free negroes, stand side by side with them at the polls, and frat-
‘ernize in all the social relations of life, or else there will be an eternal
war of races, desolating the land with blood, and utterly wasting and
destroying all the resources of the country. Who can look upon such
a picture without a shudder? What Southern man, be he slave-holder
ot non-slave-holder, can without indignation and hotror contermn-
plate the triumph of negro equality, and see his own sons and daugh-

ters in the not distant future associating with free negroes upor terms

~of political and social equality, and the white man stripped by the

heaven-daring hand of fanaticism of that title to superiority over the
black race which God himself has bestowed? In the Northern States,
where free negroes are so few as to form no appreciable part of the
community, in spite of all the legislation for their protection, theystill
remain a degraded caste, excluded by the ban of society from social
assoclation with all but the lowest and most degraded of the white
race. But in the South, where in many places the African race largely
predominates, and as a consequence the two races would be continu-

ally pressing together, amalgamation or the extermination of the one
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or the other would be inevitable. Can Southern men submit to such
degradation and ruin? God forbid that they should.

But it is said there are many constitutional conservative men at
the North who sympathize with and battle for us. That is true; but
they are utterly powetless, as the late Presidential election unequivo-
cally shows, to breast the tide of fanaticism that threatens to roll over
and ¢rush us, With them it is 2 question of principle, and we award
to them all honor tor their loyalty to the Constitution of our fathers;
but their defeat is not their ruin. With us it is a question of self-
preservation. Cur lives, our property, the safety of our homes and our
hearthstones, all that men hold dear on Sn&., is involved in the issue.
If we triumph, vindicate our rights, and maintain our institutions, a
bright and joyous future lies before us. We can clothe the world with
our staple, give wings to her commerce, and supply with bread the
starving operative in other lands, and at the same time preserve an
nstitution that has done more to civilize and Christianize the hea-
then than all human agencies besides—an institution alike beneficial

to both races, ameliorating the moral, physical, and intellectual con-

- dition of the one and giving wealth and happiness to the other. If we

fail, the light of our civilization goes down in blood, our wives and
our little ones will be driven from their homes by the light of our
own dwellings, the dark pall of barbarism must soon gather over our
sunny land, and the scenes of West India erhancipation, with its atten-
dant horrors and crimes {that monument of British fanaticism and .
folly), be re-enacted in their own land upon a more gigantic scale.
Then, 1s it not time we should be up and doing, like men who
know their rights and dare maintain them? To whom shall the people
of the Southern States Hoow. for the protection of their rights, interests,
and honor? We answer, to their own S0nS and their respective States.
To the States, as we have seen, under our systemn. of government, is

due the primary allegiance of the citizen, and the correlative obliga-
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‘tion of Eonnnmc.n devolves upon the respective States—a duty from
which they cannot escape, and which they dare not neglect without
a violation of all the bonds of fealty that hold together the citizen and
the sovereign. The Northemn States and their citizens have proved
recreant to their obligations under the Federal Constitution. They
have violated that compact and refused to pexform their covenants in
that behalf,

The Federal Government has failed to protect the rights and prop-
erty of the citizens of the South, and is about to pass into the hands
ofa party pledged for the destruction not only of their rights and their
property, but the equality of the States ordained by the Constitution,
and the heaven-ordained superiority of the white over the black race.
‘What remains, then, for the Southern States and the people of these
States if they are loyal to the great principles of civil and religious
liberty, sanctified by the sufferings of a seven-years’ war and baptized
with the blood of the Revolution? Can they permit the rights of their
nENmE to be denied and spurned, their property spirited away, their
own sovereignty violated, and themselves degraded to the position of
mere dependencies instead of sovereign States; or shall each for itself,
Jjudging of the infractions of the constitutional compact, as well as the
mode and measure of redress, declare that the covenants of that sacred
instrument in their behalf, and for the benefit of their citizens, have
been ﬁ.&cms:%. deliberately, continuously, and persis tently ,UHOWQ,H and
violated by the other parties to the compact, and that they and their

citizens are therefore absolved from all further obligations to keep and

perform the covenants thereof; resume the powers delegated to the

Federal Government, and, as sovereign States, form other relations for

the protection of their citizens and the discharge of the great ends of

government? The union of these States was one of fraternity as well
as equality; but what fraternity now exists between the citizens of the

two sections? Various religious associations, powerful in number and
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influence, have been broken asunder, and the sympathies that bound
together the people of the several States at the time of the formation
of the Constitution have ceased to exist, and mo..nmnmm of bitterness NB@
even hostility have sprung up in their place. How can this be recon-
ciled and a spirit of fraternity established? Will the people of the
North cease to make war upon the institution of slavery and award to
it the protection guaranteed by the Constitution? The accumulated
wrongs of many years, the late action of their members in Congress
nawcabm every measure of justice to the South, as well as the experi-
ence of all the past, answers, No, never! ‘

* Will the South give up the institution of slavery and consent that
her citizens be stripped of their property, her civilization destroyed,
the whole land laid waste by fire and sword? It is impossible. She
cannot; she will not. Then why attempt longer to hold together
hostile States under the stipulations of a violated Constitution? It is
impossible. Disunion is inevitable. Why, then, wait longer for. the
consummmation of a result that must come? Why waste further time
in expostulations and appeals to Northern States and their citizens,
only to be met, a5 we have been for years past, by renewed insults and
repeated injuries? Will the South be better prepared to meet the
emergency when the North shall be strengthened by the admission
of the new Territories of Kansas, Nebraska, Washington, Jefferson,
Nevada, Idaho, Chippewa, and Arizona as non-slave-holding States,

as we are warned from high sources will be done within the next four

years, under the administration of Mr. Lincoln? Can the true men at

the North ever make a more powerful or successful rally for the pres-
ervation of our rights and the Constitution than they did in the last
Presidential contest? There is nothing to inspire a hope that they can.

Shall we wait until our enemies shall possess themselves of all the
powers of the Government; until abolition judges are on the Supreme

Court bench, abolition collectors at every port, and abolition post-
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masters in every town,; secret mail agents traversing the whole land,
and a subsidized press established in our midst to demoralize our
people? Will we be stronger then or better prepared to meet the
struggle, if a struggle must come? No, verily. When that time shall
come, well may our adversaries laugh at our folly and deride our im-
patence. The deliberate judgment of Alabama, as indicated by the
joint resolutions of her General Assembly, approved February 24,
1860, is that prudence, patriotism, and loyalty to all the great prin-
ciples of civil liberty, incorporated in our Constitution and conse-
crated by the memories of the past, demand that all the Southern
States should now resume their delegated powers, maintain the rights,

interests, and honor of their ¢itizens, and vindicate their own sover-

eignty. And she most eamestly but respectfully invites her sister sov-

ereign State, Kentucky, who so gallantly vindicated the sovereigney

of the States in 1798, to the consideration of these grave and vital
questions, hoping she may concur with the State of Alabama in the
conclusions to which she has been driven by the impending dangers
that now surround the Southern States. But if, on mature delibera-
tion, she dissents on any point from the conclusions to which the
State of Alabama has arrived, on behalf of that State I most respect-
fully ksk a declaration by this venerable Commonwealth of her con-
clusions and position on all the issues discussed in this communica-~
tion; and Alabama most respectfully urges upon the people and
authorities of Kentucky the startling truth that submission or acqui-
escence on the part of the Southem States at this perilous hour will
enable Black Republicanism to redeem all its nefarious pledges and
accomplish all its flagitious ends; and that hesitation or delay in their

action will be misconceived and misconstrued by their adversaries

and ascribed not to that elevated patriotism that would sacrifice all

-but their honor to save the Union of their fathers, but to division and

dissension among themselves and their consequent weakness; that
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prompt, bold, and decided action is demanded alike by prudence,
patriotism, and the safety of their citizens. .

Permit me, in conclusion, on behalf of the State of Alabama, to
express my high gratification at the cordial manner in which I have
been received as her commissioner by the authorities of the State of
Kentucky, as well as the profound personal gratification which, as a
son of Kentucky, borin and reared within her borders, I feel at the
manrer in which 1, as the comumissioner from the State of my adop-
tion, have been received and treated by the authorities of the State
of my birth. Please accept assurances of the high consideration and
esteemn of, ,

Your obedient servant, &c.,

S. F.HALE,

Commissioner from the State of Alabama.
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